
 

THANKSGIVING Preschool 
Real Thanksgiving 

BIBLE VERSE 

”Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” 1 Thessalonians 5:18 NIV. 

BIBLE STORY  

Introduction: 

I want you to pretend that you were living in the United States about 350 years ago. You may have been living with a group of people known as 

the Pilgrims. It’s getting cold outside. Your family is worried because winter is coming, and food during the winter is hard to find. Mom can’t just 

go to the grocery store. And you can’t just open the refrigerator door, because, well, there are no refrigerators. They haven’t been invented yet. 

But your family does have faith in God.. 

 

Read Matthew 6:25-26 

"Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important 

than food, and the body more important than clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your 

heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they?" 

 

Explain  that these verses tell us not to worry about food or clothing. The Bible says God knows we need them and will provide them for us.  

1. Can we be sure God will provide enough food for us to eat? (Yes.)  

 

Read 1 Timothy 6:17 

"Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their 

hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment." 

This verse tells us not to count on anyone or anything but God for what we need. 

2. Who can we depend on for what we need? (God.) 

 

Read 1 Thessalonians 5:18 

"Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus." 

We should always give thanks to God. 

3. What can we say to God for all He has done? (Thank you.)        

THANKSGIVING BASKET ACTIVITY 

MATERIALS: 

Paper plate for each child 
Colored construction paper, 8x11 
Basket Instructions  
Food pictures   
Stapler, clear tape 
Crayons or colored markers  

 

 

Print out copies of the food pictures  and cut out each food item before class. 

WHAT YOU WILL SAY: 

A long time ago, a group of people called Pilgrims trusted God that they would have enough food for everyone, especially during the long 

winters. During harvest time, they would gather large amounts of food from the field. There were pumpkins, corn, peas, fruits like strawberries, 

grapes, blueberries and all kinds of nuts. They gathered them all, along with some meat and stored them up for the winter. 

God is a wonderful God and He cares for us very much. God provides everything we need to live, even all the many different and delicious 

kinds of food we eat. The Bible says, "He has shown kindness by giving you rain from heaven and crops in their seasons; he provides you with 

plenty of food and fills your hearts with joy." Acts 14:17 

Daily Prayer: Dear Lord, thank You for this time of the year when we can think about all of your blessings. Help us remember our family and 

friends and to give thanks every day for what You provide. Remind us to thank You even when we are having some hard times. You are 

always there to take care of us. Amen. 

 



PAPER PLATE BASKET INSTRUCTIONS 
   

 

 

Step 1 
Fold paper plate in half, then fold in half 
the other way to create four quarters as 
shown above. 

Step 2  
Turn plate over and fold over about 1/2 
inch of alternate sides as shown above.  

 

 

Step 3 
Turn plate over again, and crimp the 
ends of the plate in as shown. Also, 
bend upward the sides previously folded 
in step 2. 

Step 4 
Using one 8 1/2" by 11" sheet of paper 
or construction paper, fold in half three 
times lengthwise to form a thick strip to 
use as a handle. Fasten handle to 
folded sides using a stapler.  
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THANKSGIVING SCHOOL AGE 

TRUE THANKSGIVING 

MEMORY Verse “Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” 1 Thessalonians 5:18 NIV 
 
SCRIPTURE READING AND DISCUSSION  

Introduction: 

Pretend that you were living in the United States about 350 years ago. You may have been living with a group of people known as the Pilgrims. 

It’s getting cold outside. Your family is worried because winter is coming, and food during the winter is hard to find. Your mom can’t just go to 

the grocery store and you can’t just open the refrigerator door, because, well, there are no refrigerators. They haven’t been invented yet.  

However, you and your family do have faith in God. That night, you decide to open your Bible to see what God says about how He will help you 

during this difficult time. 

Read Matthew 6:25-26 

Discussion Questions: 

1. What things does the Bible tell us not to worry about? (Having something to eat, drink, clothes to wear, etc.) 
2. How can we be sure God will provide enough food for us? (Because we are valuable and He says He will.) 

Read 1 Timothy 6:17 

Discussion Questions: 

1. What is wrong with putting your hope in wealth? (It's uncertain, and only God can give us everything we need.) 
2. Why does God want to give us the things we need? (For our enjoyment.) 

Read 1 Thessalonians 5:18 

Discussion Questions: 

1. What kinds of things can you be thankful for? 

2. What kind of circumstances may make it difficult to be thankful? 

3. What does this verse tell us about when we should be thankful? (We should always be thankful to God, in any 
circumstance or situation because it is God's Will for us.) 

THANKSGIVING BASKET ACTIVITY 

MATERIALS: 

Paper plate for each child 
Colored construction paper, 8x11 
Basket Instructions  
Food pictures   
Stapler, clear tape 
Crayons or colored markers  

 

 

Print out copies of the food pictures   

APPLICATION  

The pilgrims must have been very grateful to God for keeping them fed during the cold winters long ago. But God is the same today. He wants 

us to be happy. He provides many things for us to enjoy. When we are thankful for what God has provided, we will show it in the way we look, 

the way we act, and the way we feel. It will also be easier for us to treat others with kindness and to enjoy our lives. The opposite is also true. 

When we do not appreciate God's blessings and do not thank Him we will look and act unhappily. Others will see it, but more importantly, we 

will feel it. 

Daily Prayer: Dear God, thank You for the many blessings You give me. Help me to be thankful in all situations, even when things don't seem 

to be going well, because You are always there to care for me. Let others see in my face how thankful I am for Your wonderful love. Amen. 
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